
 

 
 

Ahmadian Summer Fellowship Program for 

Undergraduate Research in Metabolism 

 
Call for applications 

 

Summer, 2023 

 

About the program  

The Ahmadian Summer Fellowship Program supports UCSD undergraduates interested in research in 

metabolic disease. Successful applicants will perform research in the area of obesity, metabolism, or 

related disorders, with no requirement for previous research experience. Selected candidates will be 

matched with a laboratory at UCSD or the Salk Institute that is part of UCSD/UCLA Diabetes 

Research Center and will perform research under guidance of a faculty mentor. Students will present 

their research at a symposium held at the end of the program open to all interested participants. 

Students will receive $5,000 stipend.  

 
About Dr. Maryam Ahmadian   

Maryam received her undergraduate education at UCSD and was a postdoctoral fellow at the Salk 

Institute and faculty member at UCSD, working on obesity, diabetes, and energy metabolism. She 

sadly passed away in 2020 from colon cancer. The Ahmadian summer fellowship program is 

sponsored by the Maryam Ahmadian Endowment. 

 

Who should apply:  

Undergraduate students in good academic standing at UCSD interested in performing research in a 

laboratory setting to study diabetes, obesity, and metabolism. Prior lab experience is not required. 

  
How to apply:  

Applications are due on March 1, 2023, and should be emailed to saltieladmin@health.ucsd.edu  

 

Please attach a curriculum vitae and a one-page personal statement that includes information about 

academic qualifications, research interests, and professional goals. Put “Ahmadian fellowship” as the 

subject for the e-mail. 

 

The candidates will be selected by mid-April. 

 

For more information and past recipients: 

https://medschool.ucsd.edu/research/IDMH/Pages/Fellowship-Program.aspx 
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Maryam Ahmadian, PhD 1982-2020 

Maryam Ahmadian graduated from UCSD in 2004 with a 

B.S. in Biochemistry as a Regents Scholar. After 

discovering a passion for research while working in a 

laboratory as an undergraduate, she attended graduate 

school at UC Berkeley, receiving her Ph.D. in 2010 in 

Metabolic Biology. Working under the supervision of 

Professor Hei Sook Sul, she made seminal contributions to 

our understanding of how fat cells are regulated, publishing 

several ground-breaking studies in the highest impact 

journals. In 2011, she joined the laboratory of Ron Evans at 

the Salk Institute, where she continued to excel in studying 

the basic aspects of fat cell biology, explaining how living 

organisms respond to cold stress. Unfortunately, she was 

diagnosed with Stage 4 colon cancer in 2014, but nevertheless advanced scientific knowledge 

and published several impactful papers in top international journals-- a testament to her 

determination and commitment as a scientist. In 2017, she joined the Saltiel laboratory as an 

Assistant Professor. Maryam led a dedicated group of students and postdoctoral fellows, 

continuing to study the underlying basis of obesity and type 2 diabetes. During her short career, 

Maryam won numerous awards and fellowships, and traveled throughout the world to present her 

work at scientific conferences. As an outstanding scientist, excellent collaborator, wonderful 

teacher, and thought leader in the field, she was well on her way to developing an international 

reputation. 


